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AMZJAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 


OF  HEALTH  FOR  1942. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Morpeth  Rural  District  Council. 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  present  to  yon  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  in  doing  so  bring  to  your  notice  the  state  of  the 
Public  Health  and  the  salubriousness  of  the  Rural  District  during  1942 . 


In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Minister  of 


Health 
t.yle 


-Li-l  KJS.  VJ.C3LU.  VV 1  Uil  U-Li-C;  U  Pi.  CO  U  -L  vjiio  W_ L  Kjl  LK5  Ui-Ulio  UGl  UUUiUii 

(circular  2773)  the  outlay  of  the  Report  follows  closely  the -sty 1 
applied  to  its  predecessors,  especially  in  regard  to  its  brevity, 
condensation  of  subject  matter  and  the  limitation  of  references. 


One  important  subject  which  has  absorbed  a  very  considerable 
portion  of  your  Medical  Officers’  time  has  been  -  as  predicted  in  the 
Report  for  the  preceding  year  -  the  investigation  and  treatment  of 
cases  of  Scabies  or  Itch. 


The  effects  of  the  Scabies  Order  1941,  began  to  make  themselves 
evident  after  the  resumption  of  the  schools  in  early  1942  and  from  a 
perusal  of  the  paragraph  dealing  with  this  scourge  -  set  out  within  - 
it  will  be  apparent  that  there  came  to  be  established  a  new  and 
extensive  service  which  demanded  the  attendance  of  your  Medical 
Officers  at  six  clinics  per  week  for  the  five  districts  throughout 
the  year,  each  clinic  requiring  a  forenoon  to  itself,  i.e.  a  Medical 
Officer  was  engaged  for  vj/z  days  per  week  in  dealing  with  preventable 
verminous  conditions  (scabies  and  lice). 


Diphtheria  immunisation  was  also  resumed  during  the  year  and  a 
steady  effort  made  to  maintain  the  immunity  of  the  school  and  pre¬ 
school  populations  against  this  insidious  and  deadly  malady. 


The  outstanding  and  seemingly  perenniel  major  public  health  defect 
is  the  continued  inadequate  pressure  and  insufficiency  in  the  water, 
supply  throughout  the  Parish  of  East  Chevington  with  its  consequential 
nuisances  to  houses,  hostels  and  schools  in  which  the  water  carriage 
system  has  been  installed. 


This  lack  constitutes  in  reality  a  state  of  emergency  of  the 
first  order  in  that  portion  of  the  district,  and  its  rectification 
a  matter  which  should  be  pursued  with  .rutmost  persistence  in  the 
highest  quarters. 


is 


An  amelioration  of  the  water 
Chevington  would  immediately  bring 
to  consumers  in  the  Parish  of  West 


to  the 
points 


Broomhill  supply  by  connect 
-  Swarland  Terrace  and  Whit 


supply  in  the  Parish  of  East 
about  an  improved  state  of  affairs 
Chevington  which  could  be  joined 
ing  the  two  systems  at  their  neares 
e fie Id  Farm. 


t 


Finally  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  express  my  appreciation  of 
the  consideration  and  assistance  extended  to  me  by  the  Members  of 
the  Council,  the  staffs  in  the  other  departments  of  the  Council  and 
particularly  the  staff  of  the  Sanitary  Department  who  have  carried 
out  their  duties  with  loyalty  and  efficiency. 


1  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
JAMBS  ANGUS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Rural  District  of  Morpeth. 


July,  19^3. 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  OR  MORPETH . 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

££R_i2£2. 


SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area, 

Area,  in  acres  -  79 » 195. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of 

Resident  population  mid  1942  ..Suppressed.  M.  of  H# 

Circular  2601. 


Rateable  value  -  £65*518. 

One  penny  rate  produces  -  £265.  10s.  Ob. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1942)  -  Suppressed 

M.  of  H.  circular  2601. 


Vital  Statistics. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  16.2 
Still  birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  -  44.1 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  -  9.46 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  s~  (headings  29  and  50  of  the  Registrar 
General’s  short  list)  - 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 


No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis  .  0 

No.  30  Other  maternal  causes  .  0 


Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  ages- 

All  infants  per  1, 000  live  births . . .  69 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births .  75 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ( all  ages )....., . . .  27 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) . . . .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) . . .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) .  3 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  -  1942. 


Causes  of 

Und 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

Total 

under 

1-3  3-8 

6-9 

9-12 

Total 

under 

death. 

1  wk 

wks 

wks 

wks 

1  mth 

mths  mths 

mths 

mths 

1  yr. 

Enteritis 

t 

1 

1 

Gastro  enteritis 

— 

— 

\ 

2 

2 

_  _ 

2 

Intussusception 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Mi 

1 

Cleft  Palate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  M 

1 

M. 

1 

Spina  Bifida 

1 

— i 

— 

— 

.  1 

—  — 

— 

— 

1 

Heart  disease 
(congenital) 

1 

_ 

I  5  ... 

1 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Marasmus 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Meningitis  (non 
tubercular) 

1 

1 

Convulsions 

— 

— 

l 

— 

1 

_  _ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Birth  Injury 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

—  — 

— 

— 

1 

Prematurity 

4 

- 

— 

— 

4 

—  «. 

— 

- 

4 

8 

— 

l 

2 

11 

6 

l 

— 

18 

SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 
LABORATORY  FACILITIES* 

Laboratory  facilities  are  obtained  at  the  County  Laboratory, 
Newburn.  The  extent  to  which  the  facilities  have  been  utilized 
is  shown  below; 


Specimens  sent  in  by. 

Specimen. 

Pos . 

Neg. 

Total . 

C.C.T.O. 

Sputa,  tubercle. 

2 

17 

19 

Medical  Practitioners. 

do 

1 

23 

26 

Medical  Practitioner. 

Pus,  tubercle. 

1 

1 

M.O.H. 

Swabs  for  C . 

7 

7 

diphtheriae . 

Medical  Practitioners. 

do. 

12 

48 

60 

M.O.H. 

Swabs  for  Haemolytic 

— * 

7 

7 

Streptococcus . 

Medical  Practitioners. 

do 

1 

23 

24 

Medical  Practitioners. 

Swabs  for  Vincents. 

3 

5 

8 

Medical  Practi oners. 

Swabs  forStrept. 

4 

4 

Viridans . 

3. 


( cont ) 

Specimen  sent  in  by.  Specimen. 

Pos . 

Neg. 

Total • 

Medical 

Practitioners.  Faeces  for  Enteric 

Fever. 

— 

6 

6 

Medical 

Practitioners.  Blood  for  Enteric 

Fever. 

— 

3 

3 

Medical 

Practitioners.  Faeces  for  dysentery. 

1 

- 

1 

Medical 

Practitioners.  Urine  for  B,  coli. 

2 

- 

2 

Medical 

Practitioners.  Paul  Bunnel  Test. 

- 

1 

1 

Medical 

Practitioners.  Fluid  (Joint). 

— 

1 

1 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

No  change  in  the  numbers  of  vehicles  available,  namely  4, 
and  no  change  in  the  arrangements  made  in  1941  with  the  Borough  of 
Morpeth  for  the  use  of  their  ambulance  and  mileage  cost. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOMS, 

No  change.  Number  of  district  nurses  -  10,  and  stationed 
as  previously  reported. 

HOSPITALS. 

None,  except  St.  Andrew’s  Colony,  an  institution  belonging  to 
the  Committee  for  Mental  Deficiency  of  the  N.C.G. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER . 

The  main  sources  of  the  water  supplies  to  the  various 
communities  and  villages  remain  as  before,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Parish  of  Longhirst,  where  a  new  water  main  has  been  laid,  the  water 
being  derived  from  the  Hebron  reservoir  of  the  Tynemouth  Corporation, 

As  a  result  of  this  new  supply,  it  has  been  possible  to  have 
water  services  laid  into  houses  in  the  following  numbers  - 

Longhirst  11, 

Longhirst  Colliery  6  standpipes  set  up  at  various  parts  of 
the  hamlet. 

At  Longhorsley  two  houses  had  water  services  laid  into  them. 

The  water  supplies  from  Tynemouth  Corporation  reservoirs  have 
been  subjected  to  chlorination  since  mid  1942. 

4. 


Forty- three  samples  of  water  have  been  taken  and  submitted  to 
the  County  Laboratory,  Newburn  for  bacteriological  examination 
from  many  sources  in  the  district  and  these  sources  were  investigated 
as  possible  alternative  supplies  in  case  of  emergency. 


The 

bacteriological  results  are  given 

below 

• 

No 

.  of 

colonies 

Coli 

Date. 

Place  of  collection. 

n  Per 

ml. 

aerogenes 

57 

°C, 

?2°C. 

per  100ml 

i9.i;42 

Netherwitton  School. 

3 

21 

Nil 

19.1.42 

Woodman’s  house,  Me Id on  Village. 

2 

19 

Nil 

19.1.42 

Lodge,  Me  Id on  Park. 

8 

2-7 

1 

10.2.42 

Tank  N.W.  of  Bockenfield  Tile  Wks.760 

8 , 000 

50 

10.2.42 

Spring,  Bockenfield  Tile  Works. 

550 

7,500 

180 

10.2.42 

Pump,  Hoppers  Farm,  E . Thirst  on . 

37 

800 

Nil 

10.2.42 

Council’s  Main,  Hemelspeth  Farm. 

3 

8 

Nil 

10.2.42 

C  oun  ci  1 7  s  Low  Supp> ly ,  Thirst  on . 

4 

1,300 

25 

2.3.42 

Standpipe,  Low  Supply,  Thirst on. 

3 

51 

5 

2.3.42 

Stand  pipe ,  L orighor s  1  ey  • 

1 

42 

1 

15.4.42 

Pump ,  U1 gham  V i 1 1 ag  e . 

— 

— 

Nil 

15.4.42 

Pump,  Whinney  Crook,  Vviddrington 

Nil 

28.4.42 

Standpipe,  Longhorsley  Village. 

— 

— 

Nil 

28.4.42 

Dairy,  Hemelspeth  Farm,  Felton. 

- 

- 

Nil 

12.5.42 

Swarland  Terrace,  Red  Row. 

— 

- 

Nil 

12.5.42 

Whitefield  Farm,  Red  .Row. 

— 

1 

5.5.42 

Ellington  Colliery  Shaft  bottom. 

— 

- 

Nil 

5.5*42 

Ellington  Colliery  underground. 

- 

- 

160 

1.6.42 

Link  House  Farm,  Broomhill. 

— 

13 

9.6.42 

Spring,  Oak  Inn,  Causey  Park  Bridge- 

— 

13 

9.6.42 

House  Tap,  Smallburn  Rd.Longhors 

ley- 

— 

8 

8.7.42 

Spring,  Gres swell  Village. 

— 

— 

Nil 

8.7.42 

Spring,  Ellington  Bank. 

— 

1 

23.7.42 

Ohevington  Moor  Farm. 

- 

— 

Nil 

23.7.42 

Swarland  Terrace,  Red  Row. 

— 

— 

25 

26.8.42 

Well,  Middleton  Village. 

— 

- 

180 

26.8.42 

Tap,  Middleton  Hotel. 

- 

- 

180 

26.8.42 

T ap ,  liar tbum  School. 

— 

— 

1 

26.8.42 

Scullery,  Me 1 d  on  Hal 1 . 

- 

— 

3 

31.8.42 

Ne t he rwitt on  School. 

- 

— 

1 

31.8.42 

Selby  Hou s e ,  St ant  on . 

- 

- 

13 

31.8.42 

Spring,  Whintrick  Farm. 

— 

- 

180 

31.8.42 

Tap,  Kernels poth  Farm,  Thirst on 

- 

— 

Nil 

15.9.42 

Well,  Middle  Moor,  Longhirst. 

- 

— 

14 

15.9.42 

18,  John  Street,  Pegswood% 

- 

— 

1 

22.9.42 

Tap,  Inge rt on  Hall. 

— 

— 

180 

22.9.42 

Stream,  near  Angerton  Station 

- 

— 

180 

5.10.42 

St and pipe,  Scots  Gap . 

- 

— 

Nil 

5.10.42 

Standpipe ,  Cambo . 

— 

— 

Nil 

13.10.42 

Hemelspe th  Farm ,  Thirst  on . 

— 

— 

Nil 

13.10.42 

Woodbine  Cottage,  Shothaugh. 

- 

mm 

25 

8.12.42 

Standpipe,  Longhorsley  Vill. 

— 

— 

1 

3.12.42 

Hemelspeth  Farm,  Thirst on. 

— 

Nil 

5. 


In  addition  two  supplies  from  a  pit  were  submitted  to  the 
public  analyst  for  report  and  the  results  are  given  in  extenso 
below.  The  specimen  submitted  on  the  12.6.42  was  formerly  used 
as  the  domestic  sujjply  to  the  village  beside  Ellington  Colliery. 

“PUBLIC  ANALYST'S  LABORATORY, 
NEWCASTLE  UPON  TYNE  1. 

17th  June,  1942. 


WATER  REPORT. 


Date  Received  12.6.42. 


Sample  marked  “Water  taken  from  shaft 
bottom  at  Ellington", 


Chemical  Results. 


Parts  per  100,000. 


Total  solids  dried  at  180°C 

Chlorine  as  chlorides 

Eree  ammonia 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours  at  80°E.) 

Total  hardness 

Permanent  hardness 

T  emp  or  ary  hardn es  s 

Lead  and  Copper 

Iron 

Appearance  and  Colour 
Smell  and  Taste 

Microscopical  examination  of  deposit 
Barium 


83.000 

12.425 

0.005 

0.006 

0.035 

0.056 

64.0 

29.5 

54.5 

None . 

None. 

Almost  colourless  and  clear. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

None. 


Report  o~ 


This  sample  of  water  is  of  satisfactory  organic  purity 
as  evidenced  by  the  free  and  albuminoid  ammonia,  .the  oxygen 
absorbed  and  nitrate  figures.  The  physical  and  microscopical 
characteristics  are  also  good. 

It  is  highly  mineralised  but  it  contains  no  barium  or  other 
deleterious  metals. 


While  the  water  cannot  unreservedly  be  recommended  for 
domestic  use  owing  to  its  excessive  hardness,  in  my  opinion  it 
can  safely  be  used  as  an  emergency  supply. 

(signed)  W.  GORDON  CAREY." 
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! ’.PUBLIC  ANALYST  *  S  IABORATQRY, 
NEWCASTLE  UP®  TYNE  1. 


12th  May,  1942. 


WATER  HYP  CRT . 


Date  received  .  7*5.42  Sample  marked  *■.  ‘’From  underground 

'-•Ellington  Colliery1'. 


Chemical  Results . 


Parts  per  100,000. 


Total  solids  dried  at  180°C. 
Chlorine  as  chlorides 
Free  ammonia 
Albuminoid  ammonia 
Nitrogen  as  nitrates 
Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours  at 
Total  hardness 
Permanent  hardness 
Temporary  hardness 
Lead  and  Copper 
Iron 

Appearance  and  Colour 
Smell  .and  Taste 
Mi cr os c  opica 1  examinati on  of 
Barium 


80°F.) 


1209.00 

575.10 

0.044 

0,016 

0.116 

0.055-' 

291.5 

261.5 
50.0 
None 


None 

Turbid-  colourless  after  settling. 
Smell-earthy %  Taste-  very  salty, 
deposit  Satisfactory. 

None . 


Report 

Organically  this  sample  of  water  is  only  of  moderate 
purity,  but  chlorination  would  render  it  safe  for  drinking. 
No  barium  salts  are  present. 

It  is  however  very  heavily  loaded  with  chlorides  and 
is  therefore  decidedly  brackish  to  the  taste.  The  hardness 
also  is  very  excessive. 

For  these  reasons  the  water  is  not  recommended  as  an 
emergency  supply. 


( s igned ) 


W.  GORDON  CAREY' 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERA( 


LTj A' 


The  following  works  have  been  undertaken  during  the  years- 


New  drains.  Coldside  Farm,  Mitford. 

11  f:  Farm  House,  Pigdon. 

”  West  Farm,  Hebron. 

**  :t  Kater  Dene,  Hebron. 

,f  Whitefield,  East  Chevington. 

s?  ,f  Scotts  House,  Longhorsley. 

7. 


Renewal  and  replacements  of  the  sewer  skirting  the  banks  of 
the  River  Lyne  in  its  tidal  portion  have  from  time  to  time  been 
required.  These  defects, ^ occurring  owing  to  subsidences,  permit 
the  egress  of  sewage  material  from  the  sewer  on  to  the  banks  or 
into  the  estuary  of  the  River. 

Owing  to  the  sedimentation  of  particles  of  coal  from  the 
washery  of  the  colli eries. nearby,  the  mouth  of  the  River  Lyne  almost 
at  its  bar  has  become  seriously  silted  up,  necessitating  the 
heightening  of  several  of  the  manholes  of  the  aforesaid  3ewer  which 
passes  close  by. 

CLOSET  ACCOM  PLAT  I  ON . 

Conversions  to  the  water  carriage  system  took  place  at  - 


Ulgham  Grange 
Whitefield,  Red  Row 
West  Chevingtan  Farm 
Club,  Red  Row 


1 

1 

1 

1 


Two  chemical  closets  were  installed  at  Abbey  Mills,  Mitford 
PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


_  The  public  cleansing  in  the  Parishes  of  East  and  West 
Chevington  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour  in  the  manner  indicated 
in  the  previous  report  and  the  method  has  given  undoubted  satisfaction. 

The  scavenging  at  Ulgham  and  Widdrington  is  carried  out  by 
contract  and  the  undertakers  seem  to  have  carried  out  the  work  in 
a  reasonably  satisfactory  manner. 

The  scavenging  at  Cresswell,  Ellington,  Hepscott,  Tynemouth, 
Longhorsley .  and  Pegswood  is  a.lso  carried  out  by  contract.  This 
latter  fashion  of . carrying  out  public  cleansing  has  to  my  certain 
knowledge  given  rise  to,  in  some  of  the  districts,  a  spate  of 
complaints  to  the  Sanitary  Department,  lengthy  and  time  consuming 
deliberations  both  in  Committee  and  in  full  Council,  and  in  fact  has 
been  a  perfect  bug  bear  to  everyone  concerned,  Councillors,  officials 
and  lieges  alike. 

If  I  might  be  permitted  further  to  allude  to  the  subject  of 
scavenging  by  contract  in  modern  villages  like  Lynemouth,  Ellington, 
Linton,  parts  of  Pegswood  and  Widdrington,  I  would  say  that  the 
present  manner  of  collecting  the  household  refuse  in  unsuitable  and 
out-of-date  wagons  is  obsolete  and  for  it  there  should  be  substituted 
direct  labour,  the  Council  providing  the  wagons,  specially 
constructed  for  this  type  of  work  and  engaging  the  men.  This  would 
certainly  and  at  once  obviate  the  dissatisfaction  which  has  been  so 
pronounced  in  the  past  and  would  permit  the  energies  and  efforts  of 
your  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  be  directed  to  more  profitable  lines 


8. 


of  public  health  investigation  and  reduce  the  excessive  number  of 
inspectoral  visits  required  to  report  on  the  progress,  or  lack  of 
it,  under  this  obsolete  system. 

ho.  of  ash  bins  provided  85 

No.  of  ash  pits  abolished  5 

No.  of  closets  repaired  11 

SHOPS. 

No  action  has  been  found  necessary, 

CAMPING  SITES. 

No  change  from  previous  report. 

MOVABLE  DWELLINGS. 

(1)  Licences  granted  to  station  movable  dwellings  etc.  9. 

(2)  Licences  renewed  to  station  movable  dwellings  etc,  2. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


No  complaints  or  nuisance  arising  from  the  pollution  of  the 
atmosphere  from  smoke  have  been  detected  or  received  during  the  year. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  (a)  public  or  (b)  privately  owned  swimming  baths 
within  the  district. 

There  have  been  for  a  number  of  years  pit  head  baths  at  the 
following  collieries  -  Lynemouth,  Ellington  and  Linton. 

ERADICATION  OP  BED  BUGS. 

(1)  Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year  -  1, 

(2)  Number  of  private  houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year  -  2. 

(5)  The  method . employed  for  disinfesting  houses  is  by  means  of 
;,Zaldecide;s  as  a  spray. 

Any  work,  either  disinfection  or  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by 
employees  of  the  Council. 

RAT5&  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

The  scavenging  tips  and  the  salvage  depot  of  the  Council  have 
during  the  year  received  attention  of  a  profess ional  rat  catcher  who 
visits  periodically.  The  situation  of  tips  etc.  ares- 

Broomhill  2;  Widdrington  1;  Ulgham  1;  Longhirst  1;  Pegswood  1 
Lynemouth  1;  Longhirsley  1. 
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The  central  salvage  depot  is  at  Pegswood. 

No.  of  other  premises  found  to  be  infested  -  5* 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  18  schools  and  all  have  a  sufficient  water  supply 
except  Cambo  where  the  water  from  time  to  time  becomes . rather  scarce. 
Ten  schools  have  the  water  carriage  system  with  a  sufficiency  of  water 
except  at  Broomhill  where  the  lack  of  head  frequently  interferes  with 
the  proper  flushing  of  these  water  closets. 

The  remainder  of  the  schools  have  earth  or  pail  closets, 

SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  194-2  - 


(a)  By  Local  Authority  (with  state  assistance)  . Nil 

(b)  By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  (unaided)  . Nil 


HOUSING( RURAL  WORKERS)  ACTS  1926  and  1951  AND  AMENDMENT  ACT . 19j8, 

Three  farm  cottages  at  Ellington  Bank,  Ellington,  have  been 
reconditioned  and  brought  up  to  modern  standard  of  comfort  and 
hygiene  by  the  aid  of  the  above  Acts. 


In  a  certain  part  of  the  district  advantage  was  taken  of  the 
opportunity  afforded  during  the  restoration  of  about  a  dozen  houses 
to  add  extra  apartments  and  other  amenities  which  will  have 
contributed  considerably  to  the  comfort  of  the  householders. 


Further  repairs  and  improvements,  substitutions  and  replacements 
took  place  as  follows  - 

Pigdon,  Farm  cottage,  -  new  roof,  inside  wall  rendered. 

Pegswood  colliery  workmen’s  dwellings  -  new  eaves  gutters. 

Ellington  colliery  workmen’s  dwellings  -  new  eaves  gutters, . 

Lynemouth  -  18  yards  were  relaid  in  concrete  and  in  7  dwellings 
throughout  the  district  new  sinks  were  provided. 

Red  Row  -  the  sanitary  accommodation  at  Primrose  Hall  has  been 

improved . 

The  present  shortage  of  really  first  class  modern  dwellings 
suitable  for  persons  of  the  working  classes  has  been  just  as  acutely 
experienced  during  the  present  year  as  in  the  past  and  there  still 
remain  those  families  dwelling  in  those  unfit  houses  aggregated 
in  certain  parts  of  the  district  which  had  been  the  subject  of ^ the 
Minister’s  confirmation  orders  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities, 
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An  observation  which  might  here  be  made  is  concerned  with  the 
maintenance  of  ventilation  in  certain  rooms  such  as  bedrooms  and 
front  rooms  having  fireplaces.  It  is  well  enough  recognised . that 
during  the  times  of  longer  blackout  generally  speaking  the  air  in 
bedrooms  becomes,  or  tends  to  become,  stagnant  by  the  closure  of 
the  windows.  The  alternative  to  an  open  wind ow  is  the  chimney  flue 
and  many  of  those  must  be  totally  obstructed  by  the  presence  of  jack 
daws*  nests.  These  birds  constitute  a  pest  and  their  presence  is 
particularly  noticeable  at  the  colliery  villages  of  Pegswood  and 
Lynemouth,  in  which  latter  place  they  have  already  invaded  the 
chimneys  of  the  houses  of  the  new  Council  Scheme. 


Pot  only  do  their  nests  block  scores 
extend  their  predatory  activities  to  the 
produce  in  the  allotments  nearby  much  to 


of  chimneys,  but  the  birds 
early  shoots  of  garden 
the  annoyance  of  the  owners 


Some 


organised  shoot  is  required  to  be  directed  against  these 


birds  after  the  fashion  of  those  arranged  against  wood  pidgeons 


SECTION  E. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

No.  of  cowkeepers  (registered)  in  district  ..••.«••..  83. 

Approximate  numbex1  of  cows  kept  . . . 1»519. 

Below  is  set  out  a  comprehensive  summary  of  the  results  of 
bacteriological  and  biological  reports  of  samples  of . milk  displayed 
in  various  categories.  In  ojrdex*  to  prevent  duplication  in  the 
talcing  of  samples  an  exchange  of  information  between  the  Sanitary 
Departments  of  the  five  constituent  authorities  respecting  sampling 
has  been  carried  out. 

A.  Samples  of  milk  produced  within  the  district  and  taken  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  M.R.D.C. 

mub  1 1 1  i  3P  X*  o  ode 

N^“sampI^*6T™tErs^grade  of  milk  was  submitted  for  examination. 
Accredited; 

^samples  satisfied  both  Methylene  Blue  and  B.  coil  tests. 

5  samples  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  test  only. 

No  sample  was  found  to  be  contaminated  with  the  tubercle  oacilli. 

Non-accredited  or  Undesignated  ;  _  ^ 

4  samples  satisfied  both  Methylene  Blue  and  B.  coli  tests. 

4  samples  satisfied  B.  coli  test  only. 

14  samples  satisfied  Methylene  Blue  test  only. 

3  samples  failed  to  pass  both  tests. 

8  samples  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  test.  ...... 

1  sample  was  found  to  be  contaminated  with  the  tubercle  bacil  * 
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One  cow  was  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1938, 

Samples  of  milk  produced  outwith  the  district,  retailed  in 
M.R.D.  and  taken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  M.R.D. C. 

Tuberculin  Tested s 

One  sample  failed  to  pass  both  M.B.  and  B.coli  tests. 

One  M  "  to  pass  the  M.B.  test. 

Accredited  s 

3  samples  satisfied  the  M.B.  test  only. 

1  sample  failed  to  pass  the  M.B.  and  B,  coli  tests. 

1  ?l  ”  to  pass  the  M.B.  test. 

No  sample  was  found  to  be  contaminated  by  the  tubercle  bacilli. 

N on-accredited  or  Undesignated s 

2  samples  satisTied  the  M.B. Test  only. 

Samples  of  milk  produced  within  the  M.R.D.  but  sampled  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors  of  another  L.A.  in  which  the  milk  was 
distributed. 

Tuberculin  Tested  % 

3  samples  satisfied  both  the  M.B.  and  B.coli  tests. 

1  sample  satisfied  the  B.coli  test  only. 

2  samples  failed  to  pass  both  tests. 

3  samples  failed  to  pass  the  M.B,  test. 

Accredited % 

4  samples  satisfied  both  M.B.  and  B.coli  tests, 

1  sample  satisfied  B.  coli  test  only. 

3  samples  satisfied  the  M.B.  test  only. 

I  sample  failed  to  pass  both  tests. 

6  samples  failed  to  pass  the  M.B.  test. 

1  sample  was  found  to  be  contaminated  with  B.  tuberculosis. 

After  investigation  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  herd  of 
which  the  milk  was  positive  for  tuberculosis,  it  was  found  that 
two  cows  had  been  removed  to  the  grading  centre  since  the 
sample  was  taken,  and  since  the  milk  from  the  remainder  of  the 
herd  was  found  negative  for  tubercle  it  was  assumed  that  one  of 
those  animals  had  been  responsible  for  the  contamination. 

N on-accredited  or  Undesignated s 

samples  satis f i e d  HoOh  M ,B.  ana  B.  coli  tests. 

3  samples  satisfied  the  B.  coli  test  only. 

15  samples  satisfied  the  M.  B.  test  only. 

6  samples  failed  to  pass  both  tests. 

10  samples  failed  to  pass  the  M.B.  test. 

1  sample  was  found  to  be  contaminated  with  B,  tuberculosis. 

One  cow  from  the  herd  from  which  the  milk  was  reported  positive 
for  tubercle  was  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  in 
early  1943,  but  the  Veterinary  Inspector  had  not  completed  his 
observations  on  the  herd  since  samples  taken  by  himself 
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continued  to  be  positive  for  tuberculosis . 

NOTEs-  the  B.coli  test  was  abandoned  by  the  Bacteriologist  in 
mid  July  1942,  owing  to  scarcity  of  materials. 

IMPhQ VELENTS  to  the  cowshed  at  Hagg  farm,  Ellington,  have  been 
carried  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector, 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  circular  2376  dealing  with 
mutual  assistance  to  be  observed  by  Local  Authorities,  your  Inspectors 
relieved  the  Meat  Inspectors  at  Bedlington  and  the  Borough  of  Morpeth;  . 
during  the  tatters’  absence  on  annual  leave. 

the  following  foods  were  surrendered  in  the  Morpeth  R.D,  to 


the  Council’s  Meat  Inspectors s- 

Unsound  Food. 

Surrendered . 

Seized, 

Canned  Meat. 

11  stones. 

Nil. 

Bacon. 

312/2  pounds. 

Nil. 

Cheese . 

63  pounds. 

Nil. 

Beef  dripping  (300  lbs.)  was  taken,  having  been  washed  up  on  the 
foreshore . 

'The  abattoir  of  the  Morpeth  Corporation  continues  to  be  the 
centre  for  slaughtering  for  the  two  districts,  the  Borough  of 
Morpeth  and  the  R.D.  of  Morpeth,  and  it  is  from  here  that  the 
allocation  and  the  distribution  to  the  fleshers  in  the  Rural 
District  takes  place. 


SHELL-FI  SH  ( M o  1  lu  s  c an ) . 

There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or  layings  anywhere  along  the 
coastal  strixo  of  the  district. 

SECTION  E. 


PREVALENCE  OIL  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

HfSgESES. 


Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  is 
provided  by  the  South  East  Northumberland  Joint  Hospital  Board, 
at  their  various  hospitals  (3). 


Total  cases  Cases  admitted  Total 

Disease. _ notified. _ to  Hospital. _ deaths . 

Scarlet  Fever  63  16  - 

Diphtheria  13  6 

Enteric  Fever  -  - 

Paratyphoid  B.  fever  -  ~ 


13 


(cont) . 

Total  cases 

Gases  admitted 

Total 

Disease. 

notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Death 

Erysipelas 

12 

1 

- 

Gerebro  Spinal  Fever 

2 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

10 

Not  known. 

8 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

- 

- 

Measles 

76 

— 

— 

Whooping  Gough 

10 

- 

- 

Dysentery  (sonne) 

1 

— 

— 

TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OP  NOTIFIED  GASES  OF  INFECTIOUS 

~  CTSKA5B5~TJi'i'DES'TGE  SCOPES.  “ 


Under 

Disease.  1  yr,  1- 

Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria. 

Typhoid  Fever  -  - 

Paratyphoid  B. 

fever  -  - 

Pneumonia  1  2 

Puerperal  pyrexia  -  - 

Erysipelas 
Dysentery  (sonne) 

Gerebro  Spinal 

fever  -  - 

Who oping  Gough  1 

Measles  7  3 


2-* 

3 


1 


7 


65  & 

3-.  4-  5~  io-  15-  20-  33  45-  over 
73  33  6  24-- 

--6331-- 


-  -  2  1 


1  -  - 

4  3  5 

1  -  - 


3  l  5  -  -  - 

8  15  34  1  1  1 


1 


Total . 
63 
13 


10 

1 

12 

1 

2 

10 

76 


Measles . 

All  the  cases  occurred  in  children  in  their  pre-school  years  or 
in  those  attending  elementary  schools,  the  age  of  the  oldest  child 
notified  being  ten  years. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  upward  trend  in  the  prevalence  of  scaxlet  fever  in  the 
district  shown  in  the  last  two  years  continued  during  1942,  when 
there  we re  notified  63  cases,  an  increase  of  13  on  last  year’s 
figures.  The  princix)al  villages  affected  axe  shown  belov/s 

East  Chevington  . .  10 
Lynemouth  ........  26 

Ellington  .  6 

Longhorsley  .  4 

Stobswood  ........  3 

Widdrington  ......  5 


Total  *...  54  -  85%  of  the  cases. 
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Diphtheria. 


The  13  cases  recorded  was  the  same  number  as  last  year, 

n  Lynemouth  had  five  cases  and  East  Chevingbon  had  a  like  number, 
eleven  children  had  been  immunised  and  in  the  remainder  no  evidence 
could  be  obtained  to  show  that  they  had  been  protected, 

Diphtheri a  Imiaunis at  ion  . 

^id  April  saw  the  resumption  of  the  immunisation  campaign  by 
visits  various  schools  in  the  Rural  District;;  Red.  Row, 

Uiddr ington,  Pegs wood,  Longhirst,  Stobswood,  Lynemouth,  etc.  being 
visited  in  turn.  These  centres  with  their  large  school  population 

were  completed  by. mid  June.  The  schools  at  Lynemouth  and  Red  Row, 
however,  were  again  visited  in  November  and  December  of  that  year. 

It  was  not  expected  that  the  numbers  would  bo  so  large  as  in 

1941,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  immunisation  state  of  the 
pre-school  and  school  populations  (below  15  years)  as  per  the  return 
on  the  required  form  to  the  Ministry  of  health  at  the  51st  December 

1942. 


Under  5  years  .  53*7%  protected, 

Between  3  and  13  . ...  95%  protected. 

The  general  practitioners  are  paid  5s#0d,  for  each  completed 
immunisation,  and  during  the  year  60  children  were  immunised  under 
this  scheme. 

Immunisation  clinics  are  established  as  and  when  necessary  for 
pre-school  children  by  the  Welfare  Authority,  that  is  the  N.G.G.  at 
which  the  local  medical  practitioner  carries  out  the  inoculations 
at  the  local  M.G.W.  Centre,  459  children  below  five  were  protected 
under  these  auspices. 


Anterior  and  posterior  Schick  testing  are  NOT  practiced. 


Defence  ( General )  Re gulations  1939 j  Beatles.  Order,  1941,  N< 


With  the  resumption  of  the  schools  after  the  Xmas  1941  holidays 
there  commenced  to  arrive  at  this  office  a  spate  of  notifications  by 
the  S.M.O.  of  school  children  who  had  been  excluded  from  schools  in 
No. 2  Area  on  account  of  the  existence  of  scabies. 


The  method  suggested  in  the  Ministry’s  Order  of  November  1941 
was  carried  out  and  in  every  instance  the  Sanitary  Inspector  was 
directed  to  visit  and  inspect  all  premises  ascertain  the  names  and 
ages  of  other  persons  accommodated  in  the  house,  and  to  serve  notices 
in  such  a  fashion  that  the  immediate  sufferer  was  enabled  to  obtain 
treatment  forthwith  at  a  cleansing  station  while  the  others  (the 
contacts)  were  instructed  to  appear  at  the  cleansing  station  for 
inspection  by  a  Medical  Officer  on  one  or  other  of  the  bi-weekly 
consultation  clinics  that  were  set  up  at  different  centres. 

It  so  happened  that  your  Medical  Officers  of  Health  were  the 
Medical  Officers  engaged  by  the  S.E.N.J.H.B.  which  covered  the  five 
districts  for  infectious  diseases. 


The  hoard  has  three  hospitals,  one  at  Ashington,  a  second  at 
Bedlington  and  a  third  in  the  Borough  of  Morpeth. 

As  all  five  districts  suffered  proportionately  from  this  scourge 
of  scabies  it  -was  most  convenient  that  the  Board  should  deal  with  the 
treatment  of  cases  of  scabies  at  whatever  hospitals  were  available. 

Hence  Bedlington  was  available,  having  three  baths  with  ample 
supplies  of  hot  water. 

A  portion  of  Ashington  I.D.H.  (with  4  baths)  and  adequate  means 
for  providing  large  supplies  of  hot  water,  was  also  deemed  suitable. 

The  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Borough  of  Morpeth 
was  not  convenient  by  reason  of  its  much  smaller  size  and  its 
inaccessibility . 

Nevertheless  sufficient  alternative  premises  with  ample  ablution 
facilities  were  found  at  the  cleansing  station  for  Morpeth  Borough  and 
Morpeth  Rural  situated  in  the  .First  Aid  Post,  Borough  of  Morpeth.  Here 
there  were  six  female  and  six  male  over-head  showers,  and  it  was 
decided  that  these  premises  could  be  most  conveniently  utilised. 

The  problem  of  staffing  these  cleansing  stations  was  overcome  by 
the  following  means.  For  male  cases  wholetime  G.D.  lay  s up er intend ent s 
or  First  Aid  Party  men  were  trained  as  scabies  orderlies  and.  were 
responsible  under  medical  supervision  for  carrying  out  the  bathing  and 
painting  with  the  prescribed  medicaments.  For  the  females  it  was 
necessary  to  detach  nurses  from  the  Board’s  permanent  staff  to  travel 
daily  to  the  Hospital  at  Bedlington  and  to  the  cleansing  station  at 
Morpeth.  The  services  of  one  wholetime  G.D.  nurse  were  also  enlisted, 
and  in  addition  it  was  found  necessary  to  train  two  female  scabies 
orderlies  who  could  be  engaged  by  the  hour  as  and  when  necessary. 
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These  last  three  operated  at  the  Hospital  at  Ashingt on . 

These  three  cleansing  units  were  in  action  daily  including  in 
many  instances  Sundays,  in  order  to  accommodate  persons  whose  long 
hours  of  work  during  the  week  prevented  their  attendance  during  the 
week  days. 


The  Medical  Officers  attended  the  stations  regularly  as  follows 
throughout  the  year. 


Ashingt on  -  Tuesday  and  Friday,  in  the  forenoons, 
Bedlington  -  Wednesday  and  Saturday,  -do- 

Morpeth  -  Wednesday  and  Saturday.  -do- 


From  time  to  true  it  wa 
special  circumstances,  e.g. 
benefit  of  certain  sufferers 


s  necessary  to  hold  extra  clinics  under 
in  the  evenings  or  on  a  Sunday  for  the 
and  in  order  not  to  interfere  with 


their  employment  in  industry. 


It  will  thus  be  evident  that  a  considerable  amount  of  the  time 
of  your  Medical  Officers  has  been  taken  up  in  dealing  with  this 
pestilence  in  an  efficient  manner  -  almost  without  fail,  amounting 
to  3/2  days  per  week  for  the  treatment  of  scabies  only,  and  this 
does  not  take  stock  of  the  time  required  where  it  became  necessary 
for  the  Medical  Officers  themselves  to  visit  and  inspect  the  premises 
and  persons  in  their  homes. 


The  cleansing  units  served  the  various  parts  of  the  area  as 
follows  s- 


Hospital  at  Bedllngt on  dealt  with  all  cases  in  Bedlingtonshire 
occurring  within  a  reasonable  travelling  distance  thereof,  except 
those  parts 


of  the  Shire  West  Sleekburn,  Stakeford,  Guide  Post, 
for  which  the  I.D.  Hospital  at  Ashingt  on  was  more 


Chojjpington, 

conveniently  placed  and  which  unit  all  patients  from  these  parts 
were  directed  to  attend. 


Hospital  at  Ashingt on  provided  the  ablution  and  treatment  facilities 
for  all  ’Ashong^on  cases,  all  Newbiggin  cases  and  those  cases  occurring 
in  the  villages  of  the  Morpeth  Rural  District  known  as  Lynemouth, 
Ellington  and  Linton. 


The  Cleansing  Station  at  the  First  Aid  Post  in  Morpeth  Borough 

accommodated  for  out-patient  treatment  all  the  cases  from  the  Borough 
of  Morpeth  and  the  remainder  of  the  Morpeth  Rural  District,  including 
Pegswood,  Longhirst,  Stobswood,  Broomhill  etc. 

In  accordance  -with  the  Senior  Regional  Officer’s, '  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  Circular  170  C.D.  ambulances  were  used . to  bring 
the  sufferers  and  contacts  from  their  homes  to  the  appropriate 
stations  and  also  return  them. 


Without  this  fleet  of  C.D.  vehicles  placed  at 
would  have  bsen  absolutely  impossible  to  carry  out 
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our  disposal,  it 
the  intention  of 


the  Scabies  Order  on  account  of  (1)  distances  to  be  covered,  (2) 
numbers  in  the  families v  (3)  the  necessity  for  returning  the  mother 
to  the  home  as  soeedily  as  possible  in  these  industrial  districts, 

(4)  the  strictly"  limited  numbers  of  public  service  vehicles  available, 
and  (5)  the  fact  that  it  could  never  be  in  the. public  interest  for 
verminous  persons  knowingly  to  bo  in  contact  with  presumably 
uninfested  persons. 


A  further  point  that  I  should  like  to  make  is  that  had^not  these 
conveyances  been  available  the  regular  attendance  of  the  suxferers 
at  the  clinics  could  not  have  been  maintained  or  expected,  and  the 
numbers  of  “contacts'*  to  be  inspected  would  have  been  greatly  reduced* 


The  source  of  the  majority  of  the  intimations  of  the  existence 
of  scabies  during  the  year  was,  without  doubt,  the  School  Medical 
Service  through  the  School  Medical  Officer,  though  at  times  school 
nurses,  head  teachers  and  school  attendance  officers  also  sent 
information  to  my  office,  which  latter  proceeding  afforded  opport¬ 
unities  for  immediate  action  and  eliminated  a  time  lag  which. took 
place  by  correspondence  between  the  head  masters  and  the  offices  of 
the  Director  of  Education  and  School  Medical  Officer  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  School  Medical  Officer  and  myself  on  the  other. 

General  practitioners  were  not  slow  in  directing  their  patients 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  well  known  advantages  to  be  had  at  the 
cleansing  stations,  for  the  number  of  houses  in  this. area  occupied 
by  persons  of  the  working  classes  which  have  baths  with  H,&  G,  water 
is  relatively  very  small. 

Of  course  many  of  the  collieries  have  pit  head  baths  which  are 
exclusively  open  to  men,  so  the  persons  most  likely  to  require, 
treatment,  that  is  the  dependents  of  the  employees,  have,  it. will 
readily  be  appreciated,  very  inadequate  ablution  facilities  in  the 
home.  The  number  of  men  treated  was  relatively  few  as  a  consequence. 


act 


r» 

O 


chool  Medical  Officers  in 


Your  Medical  Officers  do  no‘ 

any  of  the  districts,  so  all  formal  notifications  of ^the  existence 
of  scabies  in  school  children  were  forwarded  to  my  office  by  the 
S.M.O,  or  his  deputy.  Ho  other  verminous  condition  was  ever  specified 
such  as  pediculosis  (head  and/or  body  lice). but  a  reference  to  the 
subjoined  table  will  demonstrate  the  appalling  state  of  afxairs  that 
existed  amongst  considerable  numbers  of  school  children  disclosed 
by  the  very  thorough  examination  to  which  they  were  subjected  at  the 
cleansing  stations  on  their  first  visit.  "Very  many  of  these  school 
children  —  boys  &  girls  alike  -  referred  for  scabies  only,  were 
found  to  be  afflicted  or  infested  with  head  lice  (insects. &  nits) 
and  very  often  their  “contacts'*  were  found  to  be  in  a  similar, 
verminous  state  and  were  also  found  to  be  suffering  from  scabies 
and/or  lice. 


Quite  a  number  of  adolescent  females  and  adult  women,  many  of 
the  latter  the  mothers  of  school  children,  were  disclosed  to  be  in  a 
plight  similar  to  their  off-spring,  i.e.  harbouring  the  itch-mite  and 
the  head  louse. 
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In 

with  head 


f  act 


amongst  cc 
lice  seemed 


?f  tte  coBmtunity  infestation 

regarded  the  presence  of  lice  andfits  in  the  iSadl'of  the ?rG children 
as  a  natural  sequence  of  their  childrens1  attendance  at  school*. 

„„  +  Hao  evacuation  at  short  notice  of  school  children  from  manv 
parts  01  1  o , ....  area  been  necessary,  the  authorities  in  the  reception 
areas  would  have  had  every  reason  to  express  their  annoyance  and  n 
disgust  with  the  verminous  condition  of  many  of  the  evacuees. 


tj  o  0  J':°  •  Acs  a  where  thousands  of  houses  have  no  baths  and  no 

u.  &  o.  water  system,  mxestation  by  the  itch  mite  might  be  excusable 

conttwt*  Ca“°b  be  an?  mltlSating  circumstances  advanced  for  the  ’ 

of  school  ?ildrenrr?hen?re-e?Ce  0f  ff1  lioe  **<>*&*  certain  classes 
•  yi  ;  ^ooi  children,  their  sisters  and  brothers,  and  the  mothers  for 

m  none  of  rne  more  largely  populated  villages  in  thofrea  is  there 


a  shortage  of  wai 
where  the  wate. 
the  purpose  of 


er  supply,  and  i 
there 


is  scarcest 


would 
is  all 


vermin-free 


state 


maintaining 


Cj10 


head  oi 


say  that 
ays  ampL 
everyone 


even  in  those  parts 
4  to  be  obtained  for 
in  a  clean  and 


a-  oooi  standing  there  was  much  septic  inflaimtion 

ao so ciawed  with  one  scaoetic  state,  and  this  secondary  infection  va- 

always  found . very  difficult  to  cure.  The  medicament  belied  upon  for 

and  +hndl°S'l0D  °'L  scaoi0S  was  2%  Benzyl  Benzoate  emulsion  or  lotion, 

Miff' f.T 3  iere  recluVed  to  attend  daily  at  the  clinic,.  ’ 

until  the  dedbTfh.aoae  Ior  two  weeks,  others  for  three  or  more 
um.il  the  Medical  Ql  fleers  were  satisfied  that  the  infestation  had 

d^4?nSby°tLand  thZ  hnStk  °f  their  attendance  was  very  often 
^^a.mLiined  bp  who  amount  oi  sepsis  that  had  occurred.  Many  long 

wherehnf estati  nrhfd  pigmentation  of  the  skin  at  the  sites 

10  tat  ion  and  iniection  had  been  worst. 


s 


memorandum  of  April  1942  implies  that  in 


Ine  Min  i  s  t  ry ! 

uncomplioated  cases  of  scabies  two  treatments  should  suffice,  but 
this  surely  can  on^  apply  to  experimental  scabie; 


;S. 


One 


has 


ar,d  visualise  what  happens  when  a  child,  notified  as 
1°  by  !xchded  ^rom  sch00l»  has  had  his  first  treatment, 
andtl  d  atelf  p Sards  his  enforced  absence  from  school  as  a  holiday 

S  thl  Mibf  thb  f°re  h  “,esd  °i  a  hath  the  next  day  when  he  appears 
school.  1  b  W0Uld  havs  been>  had  he  not  been  excluded  from 


nprncjbhhf'1'  °  mii_lfmlse  bIle  evil  effects  of  scratching,  it  became 

8i  f  abtentl°n  t0  che  trimming  of  the  nails  of  the  hands 

nnirlbh  -d  bJxLS,  yycure  and  pedicure  was  carried  out  by  the 
nurses  ana  scabies  orderlies. 


4-ho  ^ riCilc a  u  L °;p .  0 -1-  pne  nead  louse  very  often  exceeded  in  time 

Gae  SO0-bies  tor  which  latter  condition  all  had  been 
reieJr0(?*  J-any  of  the  infestations  were  severe  with 

.|_n  ^  J?">ers  01  ll0e  a  Prolusion  of  nitSy  and  the  quickest  way 
bo  nd  the  person  of  this  vermin  was  to  close  .  - 


rop  the  hair,  but  for 
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this,  written  consent  of  the  parent  was  required  and  many  were 
reluctant  to  grant  such  permission. 

Hair  cropping  gave  the  quickest  and  best  results,  especially 
where  there  were  infected  sores  on  the  head  with  involvement  of 
cervical  glands.  Lethane  ''special”  '5&\-  was  also  used  in  large 
quantities,  but  one  was  never  sure  whether  or  not  some  of  the  nits 
might  remain  viable  and  at  a  later  date  hatch  into  active  larvae. 

In  my  opinion  amongst  the  girls  and  adolescents,  the  manner  of 
hair  dressing  has  much  to  do  with  the  presence  of  head  lice.  The 
styles  mostly  affected  being  the  "page  boy”,  ’long  bob”  and  ”short 
bob”,  and  the  tresses  drooping  over  the  sides  of  the  head  and  nape 
of  the  neck  concealed  in  many  instances,  it  was  found,  large 
aggregations  of  nits  or  ova. 

I  feel  certain  that  the  introduction  of  some  other  style  of  hair 
dressing  after  the  fashion  of  th  ”Ston  crop”  which  would  be  acceptable 
to  school  girls,  would  in  large  measure  diminish  the  prevalence  of 
head  lice. 

As  for  the  boys  there  is  no  reason  why  the  hair  should  not  be 
close  cropped  at  the  back,  the  sides  and  well  on  to  the  crown  of  the 
head. 


There  are,  however,  difficulties  in  obtaining  hair  cuts  for  school 
children,  especially  boys,  where  many  hair  dressers  decline  to 
undertake  boys  hair  cutting  at  the  weekends,  or,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  appearance  at  this  time,  increase  the  charges. 

I  have  reached  the  conclusion  that  since  the  Board  of  Education 
through  the  School  Medical  Service  deals  with  all  kinds  of  abnormali¬ 
ties  in  school  children,  such  as  the  giving  of  treatment  for  dental 
disease,  tonsils  and  adenoids,  squints,  etc.  there  might  be  made 
the  suggestion  of  a  further  extension  of  their  activities  by  wa y  of 
appointing  mobile  hair  dressers  who  would  visit  the  schools  from 
time  to  time  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  school  children’s  hair,  for 
were  this  so,  .and  assuming  parental  permission,  children  would  be 
required  to  have  their  hair  cleaned  before  keeping  their  appointment 
with  the  hair-  dresser  on  the  following  day,  and  also  to  be  franked 
for  cleanliness  by  the  school  nurse. 

An  alternative  would  be  to  have  contracts  with  the  local  hair¬ 
dressers  in  those  townships  with  large  numbers  of  school  children. 

Of  course,  I  realise  that  difficulties  might  be  met  iri  obtaining 
parental  consent. 


of 


Education’s  circular 


service 


I  am  however  familiar  with  the  Board 
1604,  28th  August  1942,  where  so  far  as  the  school  medical 
is  concerned  the  memorandum  sets  out  certain  suggested  rearrangements 
in  the  service  ”in  view  of  the  growing  demands  of  the  forces,  coupled 
with  the  need  of  safeguarding  the  health  of  young  children”.  In  one 
such  suggested  rearrangement  in  paragraph  3  -  Working  of  the  Nursing 
Staff,  I  note  ”in  many  areas  trained  nurses  are  still  being  employed 


on  the. . inspection  of  children’s  heads  for  nits  and  lice  and  the 
cleansing  of  verminous  children,  whiph  could  be  equally  well  carried 
out  after  a  brief  period  of  training  by  women  without  professional 
qualif  ications1’ . 


This  was  precisely  what  had  to  be  carried  out  at  the  cleansing 
stations  of  the  S.B.U.J.H.B.  by  the  engagement  of  female  and  male 
scabies  orderlies.  I  ,am  of  opinion  that  employment  for  such  trained 
orderlies  in  the  S.M.S.  could  be  found  as  reinforcements  to  the  school 
nurses  to  assist  ,in  their  inspections  for  cleanliness  and  verminous 
conditions  amongst  school  children  to  everyone’s  benefit. 

Such  would  bring  about  more  frequent  inspections  which  seem  to 
be  necessary  for  verminous  conditions  are  admittedly  on  the  increase 
and  in  the  long  run  their  appointment  would  save  a  considerable  amount 
of  school  nurses*  time.  Many  a  time  I  have  been  told  by  school . nurses 
that  they  had  cleaned  up  certain  children  before  the  school  holidays 
for  lice,  only  to  find  that  they  were  as  bad  as  ever  on  their 
resumption  of  their  attendance  at  school  after  the  holiday.  Here ^ 
again  the  explanation  would  be  that  some  other  members  of  the  family, 
probably  not  school  children  were  infested  and  by  these  the  school 
children  would  presumably  become  re-infected. 

There  can  be  no  excuse  whatever  for  continued  lousiness  in  one  or 
more  members  of  a  family,  and  from  what  I  have  seen  of  it  in  the  last 
year,  I  cannot  resist  the  conclusion  that  certain  mothers  are  neglect¬ 
ful  of  sufficient  attention  to,  and  inspection  of,  their  children’s 
hair  and  when  I  find  certain  mothers  themselves  and  their  adolescent 
daughters  similarly  afflicted,  I  feel  constrained  to  express  my  view 
that  they  are  apathetic  indolent  and  neglectful  in  permitting  the 
continued  existence  of  such  a  state  of  affairs. 

Below  are  set  out  the  various  categories  into  which  it  has  been 
found  convenient  to  divide  the  various  persons  coming  to  the 
stations . 

Aggregates  for  Ho.  2  Area  during  1942s- 


Scabies  A  Lice 


Scabies 

Only. 

Scabies 

&  Lice. 

Lice 

Only. 

not  di 

sc over ed 

M. 

..i.  *r.  1 

F. 

M. 

F. 

I . 

F. 

to. 

F. 

Over  16  yrs . 

ro 

o 

O' 

261 

1 

64 

— 

7 

41 

9  b 

5-16  yrs. 

334 

224 

72 

204 

17 

77 

81 

52 

Under  5  yrs . 

85 

73 

15 

41 

.i ... 

6 

24 

14 

619 

558 

88 

309 

24 

U 

I  o 
i 

146 

162 

21. 


The 

were  for 


above 

1942 


total 


n  q 


foil 


inc  1 
ows . 


ude; 


une 


iigurei 


tor 


Scabies  Only. 

TT^X 

Over  16  yrs.  21  25 

5-16  yrs.  44  4*0 

Under  5  yrs.  15  _9 

80  74 


Scabies  £  Lice. 


1  ff 

4-  0 

7 

V . 

6 

57 

2 

3  ,  .... 

9 

46 

the  Hural  District  which 


Scabies  &  Lice 


Lice  Only, 

not  discovered, 

Mo  '  F. 

M. 

Y. 

—  — 

4 

15 

15 

4 

6 

1 

1 

_ 5 

1  15 

9 

22 

/mother  class  of  patient,  namely  those  suffering  from  infectious 
disease  in  the  same  five  districts  and  admitted  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital  for  treatment  during  a  twelve  month,  showed  the  following 
amount  of  lice  infestation  discovered  at  the  moment  of  their  entrance 
into  the  hospital.  The  total  admissions  for  that  period  numbered  145 » 
and  of  these  51  were  found  to  be  verminous. 


No .  2  Area. 

Over  16  yrs.  8 

5-16  yrs.  56 


Morpeth  R.D , 
5 


5 


Under  5  yrs. 


2 


In  the  main  these  patients  were  young  children  either  pre-school 
or  school. 

The  Public  in  the  first  place  should  understand  the  public  health 
definition  of  the  terms  "vermin'*  and 'Verminous"  which  are  as  follows 

Public  Health  Act,  1956,  Section  90  - 

''vermin,"  in  its  application  to  insects  and  parasites,  includes 
their  eggs  (nits),  larvae  and  pupae,  and  the  expression 
"verminous"  shall  be  construed  accordingly." 


In  the  interests  of  clean  children  either  in  schools,  clinics 
and  hospitals  or  elsewhere,  as  well  as  the  staffs  attached  thereto, 
lousiness  in  the  shape  of  insects  and/or  eggs  should  not^be  tolerated, 
and  I  consider  that  a  higher  standard  of  personal  cleanliness  should  be 
taught  and  required,  to  achieve  which  houses  in  industrial  areas  should 
have  ablution  facilities  with  showers  or  baths  with  H.  &  0,  water  laid 
on  -  alternatively  the  erection  of  more  public  baths  and  wash  houses 
is  called  for. 


The  above  measures  along  with  the  more  intensive  teaching  of 
personal  hygiene  in  schools  coupled  with  the  exhibition  of  films  on 

would,  I  am  sure,  go  a  long  way  to  eradicate  these 


Scabies  &.  idc< 


disgusting  and  preventable  afflictions,  especially  it  backed  by  more 
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stringent  action  against  defaulting  parents. 


Of  course 


where 


co-operation 

u  V 


on  the  part  of  the  parents  or 
guardians  was  not  forth  coming,  'the  assistance  of  the  Inspector  of 
the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  has 
been  invoked,  always  with  the  desired  effect,  and  hence  perhaps  during 
the  year  1942  no  prosecutions  were  undertaken'  either  under  the 


Children  &  Young  Persons  Act  19 33  or  under  the  defence  Regulations 
1939. 


In  conclusion  I  should  like  to  emphasise  that  the  above 
observations  and  comments  are  the  outcome  of  our  experience  with  a 
select  group  of  persons  and  their  "contacts^  who  were  primarily 
brought  to  the  M.O,H.*s  notice  on  account  of  the  existence  of 
scabies  only. 

It  is  indeed  very  likely  that  there  are  those  of  the  remainder 
of  the  pre-school  and  school  populations  and  over  sixteens,  who, 
although  not  suffering  from  itch,  are  infested  with  head  lice  and 
the  question  comes  to  be  how  these  ambulant  reservoirs  are  to  be ^ 
found  and  dealt  with,  for  without  doubt  they  will  continue  to  bring 
about  the  propagation  of  the  parasite. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  _and  Mortality  during  1942. 


Age 

Periods . 


New  Case 


C* 

O  # 


M. 


Resp. 

F. 


x\on-ixesp 


M. 


F. 


0-  - 

1- 

5-  2  - 

15-  1  2 

25-  -  1 

35-  -  1 

45- 

55-  1 

65  &  over  -  - 


1 


3 

1 

1 

1 


Total  Deaths . 
Resp.  jTon^elJp . 

M,  F.  M.  F. 


-2  1 

2  1  - 


1 


TOTALS.  4  4  1  6  4  3  1 


Non-notified  Tuberculosis  Deaths  ...  1 


Notified  Tuberculosis  Deaths  .......  7 

Total  Tuberculosis  Deaths  ••«....  8 


Oesophagus 

Liver 

St  omach 

Cervix 

Breast 

Rectum 

Colon 

Prostate 

Lung 


GANCES  MORTALITY  DURING  1942 . 


Male  s 

20  30  ^0~4~5*55  65  Total. 

o  o 


-  -  1  1  2  4  8 


-  -  -  -  -  1  1 

-  -  -  -  -  2  2 

-  -  -  -  -  2  2 

-11-1-  3 


Females , 

20  30  40" 45  ?5~£5  Total. 

-  -  ~  -  1  - 

-  -  -  -  -  1 

—  —  —  —  _  p 

1  -  ~  1  ~  - 


-  -  -  -  -  1  1 

-  -  1  -  -  -  1 


Total 


-  1  2  1  3  12  18 


1-112  3  9 
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Birti :i  raLes ,  civilian  Death-rates ,  Analysis  of*  Mortality,  Maternal 
Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  certain  Infectious  diseases  in  the  Year 
19*12.  Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns. 


England 

and 

Wales . 

126  C.Bs 

and  Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

1 

148  Smaller 
Towns 

Resident  Pop. 
25,000  - 
50, 00 0  at 

1951  Census 

Lond  on 
Adm. 
County 

L,000  Civilian  Populations- 

15.8  / 

17.3 

18.4 

14.0 

0.54  / 

0  •  66 

0.62 

0.48 

n.6  / 

13.3 

12.1 

13.9 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.04 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.02 

0.09 

0.09 

0.10 

0.07 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

per  1,000 

Live  Births 's- 

49 

59 

46 

60 

5.2 

7.5  i 

4*8 

8.6 

Live  Births 
Still  " 

Deaths  s- 
All  Causes 
Typhoid  and 
Paratyphoid 
Scarlet  Pever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 
Smallpox 
Measles 


Deaths  under 

1  Year  of  Age 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
and  Enteritis  under 

2  years  of  Age 

*  A  dash  (-)  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths 


/  These  rates  are  those  published  in  the  Quarterly  Return. 


*  Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Populations- 

Notifications  s- 

1 

Typhoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro  Spinal  Pever 

0.14 

0.17 

0.12 

0.15 

Scarlet  Pever 

2.19 

2.49 

2.34 

1.86 

Whooping  Cough 

1.73 

1.97 

1.58 

2.72 

Diphtheria 

1.05 

1.35 

0.91 

0.76 

Erysipelas 

0.30 

0.36 

0.26 

0.43 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

0.00 

Measles 

7.46 

9.27 

7.39 

8.62 

Pneumonia 

1.07 

1.30 

0.94 

0.94 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still) 

’  _ 

Maternal  Mortality 2-  ( Excluding  Abortion) 

Puerperal  Infection 

(No.  147) 

0.42  ) 

Others 

1.59  ) 

NOT  AVAILABLE 

Total 

2.01  ) 

Notifications  s- 

! 

Puerperal  Fever) 

1 

(  3.10 

) 

12.61 

15.94  | 

10.80  ( 

15  Pyrexia) 

(  17.69  ^ 

including  puerperal  fever 

1  25. 


f 


;  I' 


